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Note: Pre-framing is in black immediately followed for each section by the Post-framing in red. 

WHEREAS; according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), falls are the leading causes of injury-related death among older adults in the United States, with more than one in four adults aged 65 and older experiencing a fall each year, including many Wisconsinites; and
WHEREAS; while falls can affect everyone across the lifespan, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), they are the leading cause of injury-related death among older adults in the United States; and

WHEREAS; research has demonstrated that while common, falls are not inevitable as we age and people at any age can learn and carry out effective strategies to reduce their falls risk, increase physical activity and mobility, and improve overall physical and mental wellness; and 
WHEREAS; continual learning is vital as we adapt to all the changes throughout life, research has proven falls are not inevitable as we age, and learning effective strategies to reduce falls can increase physical activity and mobility, and improve overall physical and mental wellness; and

WHEREAS; falls in Wisconsin cost an estimated $1 billion a year, in addition to the emotional and physical costs to each of us, our families, and our caregivers; and
WHEREAS; we all want to live with physical, emotional, and financial security, prevention can reduce the costs attributed to falls for the individual, their caregiver and the State of Wisconsin; and 

[bookmark: _Hlk232685332]WHEREAS; according to the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS), emergency medical services providers responded to over 140,000 falls across the state in 2024, making falls the top injury response; and
WHEREAS; falls have a significant impact on the lives of many Wisconsinites, according to the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS), emergency medical services providers responded to over 140,000 falls across the state in 2024, making falls the top injury response; and

WHEREAS; focusing on minimizing the fear of falling, for all of us to avoid limiting activities and social engagements, which can lead to physical decline, depression, social isolation, and feelings of helplessness; and
WHEREAS; we all understand social connection and community participation are important to our health and well-being, when confidence about mobility is strong, we are less likely to experience social isolation, depression, physical decline, and feelings of helplessness; and

WHEREAS; together with DHS, the statewide Falls Free® Wisconsin Coalition, local fall prevention coalitions, aging offices and aging and disability resource centers, community-based organizations, health systems, and public safety organizations, strive to raise awareness of and support falls prevention initiatives, including evidence-based programs like Stepping On; and
WHEREAS; DHS, the statewide Falls Free® Wisconsin Coalition, aging offices and aging and disability resource centers, community-based organizations, health systems, first responders and caregivers, together strive to raise awareness of and support falls prevention initiatives, including evidence-based programs like Stepping On; and

WHEREAS; this month, the state of Wisconsin reaffirms its commitment to the well-being of older adults, their caregivers, and those working to reduce falls by encouraging falls prevention efforts in Wisconsin; 
WHEREAS; this month, we applaud the falls prevention efforts throughout Wisconsin which contribute to our ability to thrive as we age; 


NOW, THEREFORE, I, Tony Evers, Governor of the State of Wisconsin, do hereby proclaim September 2026 as Falls Prevention Month throughout the State of Wisconsin throughout the State of Wisconsin and I commend this observance to all our state’s residents.
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          Note:  Pre - framing is in black  immediately   followed for each section by  the Post - framing in  red .      WHEREAS ;   according   to   the   Centers   for   Disease   Control   and   Prevention   (CDC),   falls   are   the   leading   causes   of   injury - related   death   among   older   adults   in   the   United   States,   with   more   than   one   in   four   adults   aged   65   and   older   experiencing   a   fall   each   year,   including   many   Wisconsinites;   and   WHEREAS ;   while   falls   can   affect   everyone   across   the   lifespan,   according   to   the   Centers   for   Disease   Control   and   Prevention   (CDC),   they   are   the   leading   cause   of   injury - related   death   among   older   adults   in   the   United   States;   and     WHEREAS;   researc h   has   demonstrated   that   while   common,   falls   are   not   inevitable   as   we   age   and   people   at   any   age   can   learn   and   carry   out   effective   strategies   to   reduce   their   falls   risk,   in c rease   physical   activity   and   mobility,   and   improve   overall   physical   and   mental   well ness ;   and     WHEREAS;   continual   learning   is   vital   as   we   adapt   to   all   the   changes   throughout   life ,   research   has   proven   falls   are   not   inevitable   as   we   age,   and   learning   effective   strategies   to   reduce   falls   can   increase   physical   activity   and   mobility,   and   improve   overall   physical   and   mental   wellness ;   and     WHEREAS;   falls   in   Wisconsin   cost   an   estimated   $1   billion   a   year,   in   addition   to   the   emotional   and   physical   costs   to   each   of   us ,   our   families ,   and   our   caregivers;   and   WHEREAS;   we   all   want   to   live   with   physical,   emotional,   and   financial   security,   prevention   can   reduce   the   cost s   attributed   to   falls   for   the   individual,   their   caregiver   and   the   State   of   Wisconsin ;   and       WHEREAS;   according   to   the   Wisconsin   Department   of   Health   Services   (DHS),   emergency   medical   services   providers   responded   to   over   1 4 0,000   falls   across   the   state   in   202 4 ,   making   falls   the   top   injury   response;   and   WHEREAS;   falls   have   a   significant   impact   o n   the   lives   of   many   Wisconsinites,   according   to   the   Wisconsin   Department   of   Health   Services   (DHS),   emergency   medical   services   providers   responded   to   over   140,000   falls   across   the   state   in   2024,   making   falls   the   top   injury   response;   and    
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